
Transcript of Surrender of Germany (1945) 

ACT OF MILITARY SURRENDER 

We the undersigned, acting by authority of the German High Command, hereby surrender 
unconditionally to the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces and simultaneously to 
the Soviet High Command all forces on land, sea and in the air who are at this date under 
German control. 

The German High Command will at once issue orders to all German military, naval and air 
authorities and to all forces under German control to cease active operations at 2301 hours 
Central European time on 8 May and to remain in the positions occupied at that time. No ship, 
vessel, or aircraft is to be scuttled, or any damage done to their hull, machinery or equipment. 

The German High Command will at once issue to the appropriate commander, and ensure the 
carrying out of any further orders issued by the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary 
Force and by the Soviet High Command. 

This act of military surrender is without prejudice to, and will be superseded by any general 
instrument of surrender imposed by, or on behalf of the United Nations and applicable to 
GERMANY and the German armed forces as a whole. 

In the event of the German High Command or any of the forces under their control failing to act 
in accordance with this Act of Surrender, the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force 
and the Soviet High Command will take such punitive or other action as they deem appropriate. 

Signed at RHEIMS at 0241 on the 7th day of May, 1945. France 
On behalf of the German High Command. 

JODL 

IN THE PRESENCE OF 

On behalf of the Supreme Commander,  
Allied Expeditionary Force.  
W. B. SMITH 

On behalf of the Soviet High Command 
SOUSLOPAROV 

F SEVEZ 
Major General, French Army 
(Witness) 
 

Questions 
1. Define “surrender unconditionally” (use a dictionary if needed). 
2. Who is surrendering? 
3. What does it mean to cease operations? 
4. Explain the last sentence of the second paragraph. 
5. Which two commanders are acknowledged as in charge? 
6. This agreement is binding until who issues a new one? 
7. There is a clause for not following the surrender order. What does it say? 
8. Where and when was this signed?  

 
 



Answers 
1. To give up to the other side without any terms or conditions. 
2. Germany and its military 
3. To stop 
4. No ship, vessel, or aircraft is to be scuttled, or any damage done to their hull, machinery 

or equipment: means that the Germany military may not attack by land, sea or air and 
destroy or hurt any of the Allies or Russian equipment. 

5. Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force and the Soviet High Command 
6. The United Nations 
7. The Allies and Soviets may punish any German who does not follow the surrender the 

order as they see fit. 
8. Rheims, France at 2:41 am May 7, 1945. 


