
Daisy Girl Commercial Questions 
 

1. Describe what you see in the opening frames of the commercial. 
2. Describe what you hear. 
3. Why do you think the director does not correct the little girl’s counting? 
4. What happens when she gets to the number nine? 
5. What does the camera zoom in on? 
6. What happens at the end of the countdown? 
7. Who voice do we hear talking? 
8. Why does he say, “We must love each other or die”? 
9. What conflict was going on during the 1964 presidential campaign? 
10. Why do you feel this has been labeled the most controversial political 

commercial? Provide reasons. 
11. Design a similar commercial that would be relevant in the decade of the 2010s. 

What character(s), setting, music, action, and whose voice would you use. If 
possible, do it as a timeline to fit into a 30-60 second advertising spot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Answers 
 

1. A cute little girl holding a flower, pulling the petals off and counting. 
2. Happy music and her voice counting. 
3. It makes her even cuter to the audience and endears her. 
4. An official countdown begins with the voice of a man, sounds like some sort of 

blastoff. 
5. Her eye. 
6. A large bomb explodes, either atomic or hydrogen. 
7. President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
8. When wars and conflicts occur, people die, but when people are loving towards 

each other there is peace. 
9. Vietnam 
10. Answers will vary but may include: To use a child in such a provocative way can 

be disturbing; to use nuclear war in a commercial against a candidate who 
advocates the use of them puts a dramatic spin on his words; nuclear war as a 
threat is using fear to motivate voters, something not everyone agrees is 
appropriate; etc 

11. Answers will vary but ought to describe a similar-themed commercial, perhaps 
using 9/11 and President Bush’s famous quote “Let’s roll”, etc 


