
Questions 
 

1. What does the term “independence movement” mean? 
2. Which nation did the colonists’ wish to be independent from? 
3. Define mercantilism as practiced in the colonies, in your own words as 

much as possible, use a dictionary if necessary. 
4. Why might the colonists’ have felt that mercantilism was an unfair system? 
5. In your opinion, which Enlightenment idea(s) had the most influence on 

the colonists? Why? 
6. What was the Great Awakening? 
7. Describe how a population explosion and experiences of colonial self-rule 

might have contributed to the movement. 
8. After the French and Indian War, there was less of a need for British 

troops by the colonies, why? 
9. Very briefly describe at least one of the restrictive laws passed by the 

British. 
10. Which of the factors on the chart above was the most important cause of 

the American independent movement and why? 
11. Is there anything you would add or remove from this chart? Why or why 

not? 



 
Answers 

1. A movement in which one group of people wishes to be free from the 
control of another group.  

2. The American colonists wished to be free from Great Britain. 
3. Answers will vary but ought to include: Mercantilism was a system in 

Europe in the 16-17th centuries in which nations tried to accumulate wealth 
by exporting more than they imported, while gathering as much wealth as 
possible in the form of bullion. In the American colonies, colonists were 
forced to buy all raw materials from Britain at their set prices and were 
restricted on who they could sell products to, in order to make more wealth 
for Britain and her interests internationally. 

4. Because they were a colony they were subject to British economic goals 
which did not always align with their own; they had to purchase from 
Britain which were not the cheapest, nor could they sell finished products 
to any nation, which limited their earning potential. 

5. Answers will vary, might include: liberty, fraternity, pursuit of happiness, 
free market, commitment to reason, science, progress, individuality, etc. 
Answer should back up claim. 

6. A religious movement in the US in the 1730s and 1740s that emphasized 
individual experiences over church doctrine. 

7. Answers will vary but might include: people feel stronger with larger 
numbers and might have felt they had a better chance at a successful 
movement; having a taste of freedom might have awakened a desire for 
more, etc. 

8. The French threat was removed, and there was no immediate need for 
soldiers in the region. 

9. Answers will vary but might include: The Stamp Act, Sugar Act, Quartering 
Act, Declaratory Act, etc 

10. Answers will vary but need to include compelling reasons to back up their 
position. 

11. Answers will vary.  
 


